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Mark Your Calendar   

January 7   Where IS Everybody?   Finding the Pyramid Builders of Peru  
     Branch Program, 7 pm at the Glen Ellyn Civic Center 
January 9  AM Lit, 9:30 am at Pam Carlsonôs, 820 Crescent Blvd., Glen Ellyn 
     Film Group.  Contact  Marilyn for details.   630-858-2091  hillarlyn@wowway.com 

January 14  Branch Board Meeting, 7 PM at Sue Balkôs, 670 N. Park Blvd., GE  
January 15  Deadline to register at greatest discount rate for the AAUW 2009 National Convention 
January 19  PM Lit, 7:30 pm at Marilyn Wiedemannôs, 373 Oak Street, Glen Ellyn   
January 28  Non-fiction Lit, 7 pm at Sherry Yaremaôs, 301 N. Montclair, Glen Ellyn 
February 4  Branch Program, 7 pm at the Glen Ellyn Civic Center 
February 6  AM Lit, 9:30 am at Sue Balkôs, 670 N. Park Blvd., Glen Ellyn 

 
 
 
 
 

 Where IS Everybody?   Finding the Pyramid Builders of Peru 
 

      If you joined AAUW members in reading the fabulous book, 1491: New 

Revelations of the Americas Before Columbus (Charles Mann, 2005), you have an 

idea of how to answer this question and also of just who is looking for those 

pyramid builders of Peru.  Our very own member and Professor of Anthropology at Northern Illinois 

University, Winifred Creamer, has generously consented to fill us in on her current work excavating around 

the great mounds built between 3000 -1800 BC along the coast of Peru.  What new tales will she have to 

tell?  In the past, weôve learned that for these people agriculture may have been an afterthought - that the 

land was used for cotton while food was provided by the sea, through trade, not grain or veggies.  No 

steel?  Who needs it when textiles can be woven so well into bridges and nets and lots else?  As for how 

old the culture may be?  Try 3250 BC and watch the double take by the archeological community.  The 

pyramids here may be smaller than those in Egypt, but they predate Egyptôs by centuries.  So who was in 

charge of all this?  It looks like leaders with power seen only once before themðin Mesopotamia.  Leaders 

who could get people to organize and build pyramids, and see that they were fed and clothed and inspired.  

Leaders who seem to have built these particular cities without defense walls, a puzzle to the prevailing 

theory that cities arise as a need for defense.  And leaders who seem to have considered a staff god  

which, until now, was attributed only to the province of the Andes.  There are the remains of adobe houses 

and also of campsites, but not the vacation kind.   

      Winifred will tell us just who lived here permanently, and who camped out and why.  Professor Creamer 

and her husband Jonathan Haas (MacArthur Curator of North American Anthropology at the Field Museum) 

have worked diligently, but with joy, in the vast spaces of Norte Chico, Peru, where they have stirred not 

only the earth, but the world of anthropology.  We know Winifred to be a friend and a marvelous speaker 

who makes her enthusiasm ours as she shares her knowledge and work.  
 

Please join us for a stimulating evening among friends who savor fellowship and intellectual curiosity. 
 

Location:  Glen Ellyn Civic Center, 535 Duane Street, Glen Ellyn.  Betty Clayton Roomð2nd floor  

Time:  January 7 - 7:00 p.m. for socializing.  Brief meeting and Program at 7:30 p.m. 

            
 

   Wheaton/ Glen Ellyn 
 

mailto:hillarlyn@wowway.com
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1491:_New_Revelations_of_the_Americas_Before_Columbus
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1491:_New_Revelations_of_the_Americas_Before_Columbus
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1491:_New_Revelations_of_the_Americas_Before_Columbus
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From Sherryõs Desk         Sherry Yarema, President             858-5225            syarema@earthlink.net 

Just a quick note to encourage you to come to the January branch meeting on Wednesday, January 7, to hear our own Winifred 
Creamer updating us on the research she and husband Jonathon are doing in Peru.  Their archaeological and anthropological 
research is supported by the Field Museum and National Geographic among others. They have been featured in National 
Geographic and many other publications.  You are in for a real treat.   
 
As you open your 2009 calendars, don't forget to pencil in the 2009 Used Booksale, May 14-16, with move-in probably on the 
twelfth. In addition, plan to help with the Dare to Dream Conference on April 4.   
 
Board meetings are open to all members.  Contact me or Sue Balk (858-0829) if you plan to attend on January 14. 
 
Last but definitely not least, the nominating committee will be working on a slate of officers to serve our Branch for the next two 
years.  The election will take place at the annual meeting in March.  Positions to be filled are:   president, program VP, and 
secretary.  If you are invited to serve, please say yes.  If you have ever been on a nominating committee, you know how much joy 
a ñyesò brings to the committee.  More importantly, AAUW brings its member so much.  Show your thanks and support by saying 
yes when you get the call. 
 

If you have questions about any of the duties involved in these offices, contact Sherry, Marilyn or Phyllis to discuss. 
 
 

Educational Foundation (EF)                Sue Balk                              858-0829                     suzanneBalk@yahoo.com  
  

I know how much all of you enjoyed our evening with Laura Van Prooyen.  She sent us a lovely note thanking us for our support 
and praising the wonderful women of our Branch.  She also included a copy of her book of poetry, Inkblot and Altar which I would 
be happy to share with you.  
  

An update about the Christmas Wrapping Fundraiser at Barnes and Noble - for all your diligence and nimble fingers I heartily 
thank  Kathy Mc, Sue, Marilyn, Deanna, Debbie, Judy S, Alice, Margaret, Susan, Jane, Winifred, Maureen, Joanne, Helen, 
Peggy, Jean, Pat K, Barb & Donna.  For twelve dedicated hours of wrapping, visiting with customers, talking about AAUW and 
getting to know your fellow sisters, we made a grand total of $58.00.  Now there are some of you who  questioned the worthiness 
of doing this project, especially at this busy time of year and there are many who would like to do it again!   Perhaps with better 
weather, time choices and a pared down crew, we'd have a better return for our efforts.  Do you have any ideas for fundraising to 
augment our annual $5/member donation to the Legal Advocacy Fund?  Let me know. 
  

Do take a look at the recent AAUW Annual Report for 2008 where there is an article,  "Continuing a Lifetime of Learning" 
telling the story behind the Maureen Becker Research and Project Grant. 
  

I've sent our annual contribution of $7,500 earned from 80% of the booksale proceeds to the EF for the Branch R & P Grant 
established in 2007.  To date we have given $17,980, a tremendous effort. Recently, two generous elves added their 
contributions to the Marjorie Robinson, Katharine Storm R & P Grant.  What a wonderful way to make a yearend tax-deductible 
contribution to this worthy endeavor. 
  

Cheers in the new year!   
 

Membership                          Phyllis Fogel   630-629-7911    prfogel@live.com  

Happy New Year everyone!  Thanks to your vigorous recruiting our membership is at 93.  Keep up the good work in '09.  Let's try 
to reach our goal of 100 members in the new year. 

 
 

 

Plan Ahead and Save these Dates: 
April 4  - Dare to Dream Conference 
April 24-25, 2009 - AAUW-IL State Conference, Decatur, IL 
April 24 ï Reality Store 

May 12, 2009 -  (begin set-up)  and May 14-16 ï Wheaton-Glen Ellyn AAUW  Used Book Sale 
 

June 26-29, 2009 - The AAUW Convention is St. Louis, Missouri.  That is close enough for a delegation to attend.   
Several of our members have attended past conventions.  They are always exciting.  
 

There's less than one month left to take advantage of Best Value Registration. 
Register for the 2009 AAUW National Convention by January 15 for the same price as the 2007 convention. 
 

Meet us in St. Louis and experience the excitement of the city ð theater, museums, gardens, sports, and more! 
 

Booksale                  Judy Sims                                 630-790-1093                      judsims@hotmail.com) 
                      

In December, Century 21 in Glen Ellyn notified us that they will no longer accept book sale drop-offs.  Please delete that 
location from the drop-off sites listed in the directory.  If you know of another Glen Ellyn realtor that may be willing to 
accept book drop-offs, contact Judy.  Thanks to Century 21 for all the books collected there. 

 

mailto:sya.rema@earthlink.net
mailto:prfogel@live.com
http://www.aauw.org/convention/conv2009/Register.cfm
http://aauw.org/convention
http://www.explorestlouis.com/clients/home/aauw/index.asp
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Legal Advocacy Fund  (LAF)              Pat Walton                                    736-0295        pjwplace@aol.com       

Another update on how the LAF cases are selected for support by AAUW. 
Jill R. Birdwhistell the Chief of Strategic Advancement at AAUW gave this update in December. 
 
As you know, in May, the Educational Foundation board directed Linda Hallman to issue a briefing about the LAF 
transition in order to generate discussion and help us define the new criteria for LAF case selection. While in the past 
we had some general guidlines regarding LAF eligibility, there were actually no specific criteria, which made it difficult 
to have general clarity about what kinds of cases would be eligible for selection and what information was needed for 
decision making. Over the last several months, we have received literally hundreds of comments, suggestions, and 
recommendations regarding the plans for the expanded LAF. These helpful comments have provided the basis for the 
revised LAF briefing, the LAF Case Support Criteria & Review Process, and the new forms we will use in the case 
screening and decision-making process.  
 
Previously, when LAF case support applications were posted on the AAUW website, we received large numbers of 
applications for cases that were entirely unsuitable for LAF support. It took a great deal of staff time to read and 
respond to such requests. With broad dissemination of the new recommendation process, it is anticipated that we will 
have a better way to prescreen cases. You are all encouraged to contact Holly Kearl at kearlh@aauw.org if you are 
aware of a case that should be considered by LAF, including cases currently supported by LAF, and she will send you 
the recommendation form. Following the recommendation process, litigants (and/or their lawyers) in cases that 
appear to merit consideration will be contacted and given a data collection form that will be used by the Educational 
Foundation Program Committee in their assessment of the case.  The process will proceed as described in the LAF 
Case Support Criteria & Review Process document.  
 
 
 
 

Reality Store    Marla Felsten     653-5757   gmfelsten623@comcast.net   and    Sue Herrmann   665-9221   sherrmann1941@sbcglobal.net 

Reality Store will be held at Hadley Middle School in Glen Ellyn on the morning of April 24, 2009.  Weôd like 8 AAUW 
members to assist Hadley PTA volunteers at the stations that morning.  It will be a fun morning. 
  

Reality Store is a program that exposes 8th graders to the reality of household economics facing young adults.  Each 
has been assigned a salary matching the career/job they see themselves working at in their mid twenties.  They have 
decided whether they will be married and have children.  When they arrive in the auditorium, they progress through a 
series of stations to ñpurchaseò the necessities of independent living.   
 

At each station (housing, transportation, groceries, clothing, insurance, entertainment, childcare and utilities) a 
display board tells them what to deduct from their check registers to purchase the above necessities  The goal is for 
each check register to have a positive balance at the end of the session.    Through the years weôve received positive 
feedback about how this process spurs thinking and discussion about real world expenses in adult life. 
  

In addition to workers on April 24th, if anyone would like to help update one of the display boards, we would welcome 
help with:  utilities, transportation, clothing, childcare and entertainment.  If anyone is interested in helping, please let 
us know and weôll provide you with the current information so that you can see just what needs to be updated.   
 

Thank you. 
 

 
 

A .M Lit        Peggy Connolly                              665-5309                              connolly.peggy@gmail.com         

A.M. Lit will meet at 9:30 a.m. January 9 at the home of Pam Carlson, 820 Crescent Blvd., Glen Ellyn, (630) 
545-2465. We will discuss Case Histories: a Novel, by Kate Atkinson.  
Deanna Pandolfi will co-host and Karen Bondy will lead the discussion. 
 

A private London detective investigates three cold cases: following the death of their vile father, two sisters 
delve into the disappearance of their beloved little sister; a retired lawyer seeks justice by discovering his 

daughter's killer; the sister of an ax-murderer tries to find her niece, who witnessed a murder as a baby. Jackson's 
reluctant persistence heats up these cold cases and by happenstance leads him to reassess his own painful history.  
An extraordinary, surprising, and sometimes humorous look at family dysfunction. As we don't often read mysteries, 
here a chance for you secret mystery lovers to indulge!   
 

Coming in ô09:             February 6  The Brief Wondrous Life of Oscar Wao by Junot Diaz 
               March 6  Timothy, or Notes of an Abject Reptile by Verlyn Klinkenborg 
               April 3   Away by Amy Bloom 
 

mailto:gmfelsten623@comcast.net


 
Twigs ïJanuary- Page 4 

 
 

P. M. Lit Group           Judy Sims                   630-790-1093                                     JudSims@hotmail.com 

The next meeting of PM LIT will be Monday January 19. Marilyn Wiedemann, 373 Oak Street, Glen Ellyn, 858-2091, 
will be hosting the meeting and Phyllis Fogel will be leading the discussion of Moloka'i by Alan Brennert. 
 

From Publishers Weekly 
Compellingly original in its conceit, Brennert's sweeping debut novel tracks the grim struggle of a Hawaiian woman who contracts 
leprosy as a child in Honolulu during the 1890s and is deported to the island of Moloka'i, where she grows to adulthood at the 
quarantined settlement of Kalaupapa. Rachel Kalama is the plucky, seven-year-old heroine whose family is devastated when first 
her uncle Pono and then she develop leprous sores and are quarantined with the disease. While Rachel's symptoms remain mild 
during her youth, she watches others her age dying from the disease in near total isolation from family and friends. Rachel finds 
happiness when she meets Kenji Utagawa, a fellow leprosy victim whose illness brings shame on his Japanese family. After a 
tender courtship, Rachel and Kenji marry and have a daughter, but the birth of their healthy baby brings as much grief as joy, 
when they must give her up for adoption to prevent infection. The couple cope with the loss of their daughter and settle into a 
productive working life until Kenji tries to stop a quarantined U.S. soldier from beating up his girlfriend and is tragically killed in the 
subsequent fight. The poignant concluding chapters portray Rachel's final years after sulfa drugs are discovered as a cure, 
leaving her free to abandon Moloka'i and seek out her family and daughter. Brennert's compassion makes Rachel a memorable 
character, and his smooth storytelling vividly brings early 20th-century Hawaii to life. Leprosy may seem a macabre subject, but 
Brennert transforms the material into a touching, lovely account of a woman's journey as she rises above the limitations of a 
devastating illness.  
 

Coming attractions:  February: Loving Frank by Nancy Horan and March: The Abstinence Teacher by Tom Perotta 
 
 

Non-Fiction Lit Group                  Pamela Starr                            630-682-4720              pstarr@sbcglobal.net     

Join the Non-Fiction Readers on Wednesday, January 28 at the home of Sherry Yarema (858-5225) to discuss 
Endless Forms Most Beautiful: the New Science of Evo Devo by Sean Carroll.  Our discussion begins at 7:00 PM. 
Books selected for the upcoming year include: Second City: Madames, Ministers, Playboys and the Battle for 
American's Soul, Blood and Oil: The Dangers and Consequences of American's Growing Dependency on Importing 
Petroleum and My Life in France by Julia Child.  
We will have a terrific year! 

 

 
 

Film Group   Marilyn Wiedemann    630-858-2091  hillarlyn@wowway.com    Anne Prichard   630-545-1554 

NEXT FILM NIGHT OUT:  Friday, January 9 
 

Our regular night out is the second Friday of the month, so aim for Friday, January 9.  Consider an 
escape a la film.  Title and discussion location will follow by email, so be sure youôre on the list.  Weôre 

never organized until closer to the date.  (Hosts are welcome to volunteer at this time) 
 

 

Community Opportunities for Career Building 

Our November speaker, Vickie Austin, sends news of the following opportunities that are open to the public: 

Two exciting opportunities to share with those in the Chicago area:  The first is an eight-week career workshop I'll be 
leading, a ministry for Gary United Methodist Church in partnership with First Presbyterian Church, both in Wheaton.  
"The Career Transition Workshop: Your Best Work is Ahead of You," developed by Dave Cox, an eminent 
executive coach and career consultant, is for those who are either unemployed or wanting to make a job change.   

Dates:  Saturdays from 8 a.m. to 10 a.m. January 17- March 7, 2009.  This workshop is being supported by Wheaton 
Bank & Trust (www.wheatonbank.com The first four workshops will be held at Gary UMC (225 N. Main) and the last 
four at First Presbyterian (715 N. Carlton).  There's no fee, but a $25 contribution toward the cost of the workbook is 
appreciated.  Register early by calling 630-668-3100 or e-mail office@garychurch.org.  For more information, you 
can visit the church's Web site at www.garychurch.org. 
  
The other opportunity is a day-long career workshop for women being offered by Benedictine University and DuPage 
Woman Newspaper.  I am honored to be a presenter at "Ignite Your Life: A Women's Career Symposium" to be 
held January 24, 2009, from 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.  I'll be giving my presentation "Your Golden Rolodex: How to 
Network for Results!"  For more information and to register, visit www.ben.edu/wcs.  

 

mailto:pstarr@sbcglobal.net
mailto:hillarlyn@wowway.com
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=0014dXM-VkKR_XoZq3SAIn9rQvaai0bMPBQTT77BE9VWZJZerpQx2YqCTX1r6fBr-VS817cfpyKF8RyHZSPr1qQttvDluN8EzVyQqqSgZ5brjeqPDNVySMpTQ==
mailto:office@garychurch.org
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=0014dXM-VkKR_XpCuxjlg4fiS5zp1SEUhvM1HqEtNohfoQzflknWaTWNcgS-AE064jOise4EhonfobpyEls-zrxcThxjrG2fJpIhNjQNSbRmhiwajxIAM85XQ==
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=0014dXM-VkKR_XnejqHkBUVF4eM1K-Y2YAqw1mF8nuFe-NBhJ4f4ASJ-EzK3Gzb-XK0KWBoJQRS_XUr3E8hYsAT0OvQpFbpQTZyMFJ171k3N1I=


Twigs ïJanuary- Page 5 
 

Directory Update                                               Jane Palmer 
 

Please use the following e-mail addresses for these members: 
 Kathy McCullough:  kathy.mcull@sbcglobal.net 
  (Her COD address and networking information are no longer valid.) 
 Judy Markum:  jdmarkum@gmail.com 
 Jean Lindsey:  jeanlindsey15@comcast.net 
 Marla Felsten:  gmfelsten623@comcast.net 

 
 Our Branch has a website, thanks to Jane Palmer who has built it from scratch.  Hereôs the link: 
www.wheaton-glenellynaauw.org   Bookmark it to your favorites.  Our own website will raise our visibility in the 
community and enable folks looking to attend, join, or come to the booksale to find us when they google.   
But members will like it, too.  
 

If you would like to update your directory for all changes since publication, go to www.wheaton-
glenellynaauw.org , click on ñMembers Only.ò  At the bottom of that page, you can ñclick hereò to see a year-to-date summary of 
directory updates.  You can then mark up your directory from that summary. 
 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

 

 

 
 

 

 
Wheaton-Glen Ellyn AAUW Board, 2008-09 

President            Sherry Yarema             858-5225*             syarema@earthlink.net 
Program  VP  Marilyn Wiedemann 858-2091 hillarlyn@wowway.com 
Membership VP   Phyllis Fogel 629-7911 prfogel@live.com 
Co-Treasurers  Jane Palmer                 682-3072  jfpalmer@comcast.net 

                            and Judy Sims                          790-1093            JudSims@hotmail.com 
Recording Secretary  Jan Radil 260-0119 jradil@sbcglobal.net 
Book Sale     VACANT 
Diversity   Glennette Turner 668-7027  mzfootstep@aol.com  
       and Peggy Connolly  665-5309 connolly.peggy@gmail.com 
Educational  
 Foundation  Sue Balk  858-0829  SuzanneBalk@yahoo.com  
    Donna Jennings 858-1461 AWJennings@sbcglobal.net 
Legal Advocacy  
 Fund    Pat Walton  736-0295 pjwplace@aol.com 
Public Policy  Margaret McGrath  942-0980 MargMcGrath@yahoo.com  
       and Maureen Sheehan 926-1147 maureenjsheehan@aol.com 
Historian    VACANT 
Hospitality  
 Coordinators Deanna Pandolfi 682-8509 deannapandolfi@msn.com 
    Jean Lindsey 665-5849 jeanlindsey50@comcast.net 
International Relations 
    and Great Decisions  Winifred Creamer  462-9289 llywinda@yahoo.com 
Media/ 
  Communications  Sarah Peck  469-4726   sarahpeck@aol.com  
       and Phyllis Ruzicka  858-1880  pruzicka@ans.org 
Newsletter    Karen Bondy 466-3527   bondykj@aol.com 
Cultural Arts   Pam Starr 682-4720 pstarr@sbcglobal.net 

 

Wheaton-Glen Ellyn Non-Board Chairs 2008-2009 
 

AM Lit    Peggy Connolly  630-665-5309   connolly.peggy@gmail.com  
PM Lit    Judy Sims  790-1093   JudSims@hotmail.com 
Nonfiction Lit   Pam Starr  682-4720   pstarr@sbcglobal.net 
Film Group    Marilyn Wiedemann  630-858-0291  hillarlyn@wowwat\y.com 
Reality Store   Marla Felsten  653-5757   gmfelsten623@comcast.net 
          and Sue Herrmann  665-9221   sherrmann1941@sbcglobal.net 
Twigs mailing   Helen Westlake  630-665-2776  donhelenwestlake@webtv.net 
Webmaster   Jane Palmer               

*all phone numbers are in the 630 area code unless otherwise listed 
 

 The  
Meeting    
 Company 
 

2226 Barger Court, Wheaton, Illinois 60189      

630-668-4567  Å  MeetingCo@comcast .net  

 

Branch Members:  Cindy Trennert -Lukens, President  

Karen Bondy, Meeting Manager  

           

Budget and objective oriented planning 
services for corporate events: 

       

    Training * Tradeshows * Sales meetings                            
Incentive trips * Customer open houses 

 

Twigs    Karen Bondy   630-466-3527  

Like e- or U. S.?   Members need to 

let Phyllis Fogle (630-629-7911) or 
Karen (630-466-3527) know if you 
prefer a different format to receive 
your newsletter.  If electronic works for 
you, it saves the Branch a little money.  
If you wish to receive it in the U.S. 
mail, thatôs no problem.  Just let us 
know.  Send Karen 
(bondykj@aol.com) changes to the e-
mail address where you wish to 
receive Twigs.  Make sure your spam 
filter will allow you to receive e-mail 
from my address and group mailings. 
 

 

 

mailto:kathy.mcull@sbcglobal.net
mailto:jdmarkum@gmail.com
mailto:gmfelsten623@comcast.net
http://www.wheaton-glenellynaauw.org/
http://www.wheaton-glenellynaauw.org/
mailto:hillarlyn@wowway.com
mailto:prfogel@live.com
mailto:jfpalmer@comcast.net
mailto:zfootstep@aol.com
mailto:MargMcGrath@yahoo.com
mailto:deannapandolfi@msn.com
mailto:sarahpeck@aol.com
mailto:hillarlyn@wowwat\y.com
mailto:gmfelsten623@comcast.net
mailto:MeetingCo@comcast.net
mailto:bondykj@aol.com
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The following businesses and individuals contribute to our Branch publication costs by  
advertising in our newsletter.  
 
Please support them by doing business with them when you can.  Thank them when you see them. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

   

  
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

 


