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Mark Your Calendar  

December 3           Gingerbread House EOF Fundraiser, 10 am at Phyllis Fogelôs, 1126 S. Edgewood Avenue, Lombard 

December 4           AM Lit, 9:30 a.m. at Jenny Fischer's, 11 Muirwood Drive, Glen Ellyn 
December 7           Annual Holiday Dinner/Branch Meeting and EOF Speaker, 6 pm, Danada House in Wheaton 
December 9              Board meeting, 7 pm at Sarah Peckôs, 726 N. Park Ave, GE.    Co- Hostess:  Maureen Sheehan 
December 10             Book sorting, 1 pm at Book Storage Center, 26 W 515 St. Charles Rd., Carol Stream. Phone first 
December 11            Film Group.  Contact Marilyn Wiedemann for details. Discuss after at Marilynôs, 373 Oak St, GE  
December 14            Bridge instruction and play, 7 p.m. at Phyllis Fogelôs, 1126 S. Edgewood Avenue, Lombard 
January 6           Branch Meeting, 7:00 p.m  Lula, Brazil and the New Left in Latin America, GE Civic Center   
January 18            PM Lit, 7:30 p.m. Vivian Bogdonoffôs, 426 W. Park Avenue, Wheaton 
January 19           Save the date for a Cultural Arts evening outing.  See next monthôs Twigs.  
January 20           Non-Fiction Lit, 7 p.m. at Barb Isomôs, 848 High Gate Course, Glen Ellyn   
 
 
 

           

Annual H oliday D inner  
Monday, December 7th  

 

Enjoy the h oliday season with your fellow branch members at the elegant and historical  
 

Danada House  
 

3 S 501 Naperville Rd.  in  Wheaton  
Social  at 6:00 P.M.  

Dinner at 6:30 P.M., followed by the program , EOF recipient JaeEun Song  
 

The first letter of your last name determines what to bring to the potluck dinner:  
A-J:   Appetizer               K -R:   Dessert              S -Z:   Salad Entrée  

 
The serving size should be generous enough for 12 people.  If you are a new member since the 

last potluck, you are our  honored guest and do not need to bring anything.  
 

 So that we can prepare for the evening, PLEASE confirm your attendance by Monday, 
November 30. Please contact:  Jean Lindsey 630 -665 -5849,  jeanlindsey15@comcast.net  

Or Deanna Pandolfi 630 - 682 -8509, deannapandolfi@msn.com  
If you could volunteer for set up and/or clean up for the evening, please contact Jean.  

Your help is much appreciated . 
 

Donðt miss this evening; it is al ways an AAUW highlight!  
 

             
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

   Wheaton/ Glen Ellyn 
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Educational Opportunities Fund or EOF         Sue Balk        630-858-0829               suzanneBalk@yahoo.com 

      Donna Jennings      630-858-1461                                drjennin@att.net     
 

Our annual Holiday Potluck Dinner is on the horizon.  Hard to believe, isn't it?  This year, we have chosen Jae Eun 
(Jane) Song , recipient of an AAUW International Fellowship, to join us that evening to be our speaker.  She is 

doing her work at the prestigious School of the Art Institute of Chicago.  She is studying art therapy and its relationship to those 
with traumatic experiences, working toward an M.A. in this field.  Doesn't that pique your interest?  Weôre hoping that she'll bring 
lots of pictures--kind of like Show & Tell. 
 

Come hear Jane's story, and be proud of the fact that you are a part of it!  Your hard work on the Book Sale and contributions to 
the EOF truly do make a difference for this recipient and others like her.   
 

There's still time if you would like to make a donation to the EOF if you are thinking about end of the year tax deductible 
donations to various charities.  Gifts to our Marjorie Robinson and Kay Storm Research & Project Grant are welcome.  Checks 
may be made out to AAUW Funds #4318 and sent to Sue Balk. 
 

Thanks once again to Cindy Trennert-Lukens and all of the walkers/runners who took part in the Eleanor Roosevelt Walk/Run.  
More than a thousand dollars was donated by the participants.  What a fun way to raise money to help women:  walk/run, drink 
coffee, chat, donate.  Time well spent!  Good job. 
 

With the reorganization at the national AAUW level, the Educational Foundation known for many decades as the EF is no more.  
With no direction as to what to call that arm of AAUW in the weeks after the convention, we began calling it Fellowships, Grants 
and Awards (FGA).  Thatôs what you notice in your directory and we have used in recent Twigs.  Now we learn we should call it 
Educational Opportunities Fund or EOF.  We will do so from now until. . . . we are told something different!    
 
Speaking of fundraising. . . .               

Make a Gingerbread Hou se Fundraiser  

 Thursday, December 3 rd   10:00 AM  
Brunch/Lunch Included  

Phyllis Fogel's Home  
*$40.00  

 
 

  

Reservations were due earlier this week.  Check with Phyllis at 630-629-7911 to see if there are extra kits. 
*Ten dollars of the cost will go to the Educational Opportunities Fund (Formerly EF) which includes our Research and Project 
Grant and our Local High School Scholarships.    
 

 

A Leaf from the President      Marilyn Mayer Wiedemann          630-858-2091        hillarlyn@wowway.com 

ñYour friendship is a glowing ember through the year and each December from its warm and living spark we 
kindle flame against the dark.òðanon. 
 

December is the pared down time:  The essentialness of things stands out.  Etched like a Dutch painting. Trees are 
black trunks and branches.  Flat planes of houses appear across the way.  Figures are bundled and bending against 
cold winds.  We move indoors.  The year starts to get summed up.  Whatôs essential?  What did we do?  What do we 
yet want to do before the end of this one? 
 

Family?  Friendship?  Hope you find in TWIGS some essential things to do: 
Gingerbread House Partyðfundraiser fun 
Books to discuss with friends by the fire. 
Books to gather and donate to Book Sale. 
Candlelit cheer at Danada House with home cooking and music and fellowship 
And maybe a resolve to spend some time with a new friend or two who have joined our Branch this year.  Offer a ride 
to something great this December.  And a cup of coffee. 
 

Essential embers. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:suzanneBalk@yahoo.com
mailto:drjennin@att.net
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Booksale News                              Sherry Yarema                    630-858-5225                syarema@earthlink.net  
     Jan Radil                           630-260-0119                   jradil@sbcglobal.net 

Since our move to the Dick Pond Warehouse, we have sorted and packed around 115 cases of books.  But we need 
lots more books! Please post flyers  (available on the website:  www.wheaton-glenellynaauw.org) at your places of 
worship, favorite independent grocery stores, or pass them out to friends and neighbors.  Put them on the doors of 

homes that have For Sale signs.   We could use a volunteer to take flyers to retirement centers like Wyndemere, 
Lexington Square, and to other complexes such as Raintree Condominiums, etc.   
 

Sorting.  We will not sort books on Thursday, December 3, because of the Gingerbread House party.    We will sort books on the 
following Thursday, December 10.  Remember 1 PM at the Dick Pond Warehouse on St. Charles Rd between Lies. Rd. and  
County Farm Rd. The more people who come, the faster it goes.   And since we now have a heated location, we will sort books 
throughout the winter.   But, contact Sherry or Jan to double check that there are enough books before you drive over. 
 

For more information call  or e-mail us (see above.) 
 

These are the current drop-off locations (for the general public) for the Book Sale.   
 

 Wheaton  
 ReMax Suburban at 1417 N. Main Street -  630/653-1900 
   
 

 Glen Ellyn  
 ReMax Suburban at 441 Taft Avenue -  630/790-1776 

 

Membership                          Phyllis Fogel   630-629-7911               prfogel@live.com  

Please welcome our newest member, Carol Ginger, our 97th.  Carol is a former member from years ago and was 
recruited by Jean Lindsey.  She has already attended a Branch program, PM Lit, and Great Decisions. 

 

Meet new member Cheryl Ross: 

ɵRetired for two years.  Formerly Director of Marketing for major companies including Sears, Spiegel, Eddie Bauer, Kraft, and 

Sara Lee 
  

ɵMarried to Jim Lacey and has a son, Jason, who is a sophomore at the University of Colorado, Boulder, and a daughter, 

Christie, a junior at Glenbard West and a cheerleader.  Also has three, white hypo-allergenic Bichons, Rascal, Cubby Bear, and 
Snuggles.  Bichons are bred for affection and they are! 
  

ɵHobbies:  Loves to read, workout, and since retiring, volunteers with PADS, HEPHZIBAH, and CAAF. 
  

ɵWhy AAUW:  Mother had been a member.  Heard Mary Lou Lowry discussing Film Group and thought it sounded like fun.   
 

ɵAttended Kick-Off Meeting in September and liked the women!   

 Welcome, Cheryl! 
 

Directory  Update   New Member: 
 

* Ginger, Carol  (630) 858-2294 
chginger@gmail.com 
44 Tanglewood Drive 
Glen Ellyn, IL  60137 
BS    Spec. Ed. & Elem. Ed.    Northern Illinois Univ. 
AAUW No.:  Mbr. Date:  11/13/2009  
Neighborhood: Central Glen Ellyn (6) 

 
 

Cultural Arts News                             Sherry Yarema                     858-5225                syarema@earthlink.net  
Most people have enough activities in December to keep them busy, so we wonôt have another cultural arts activity 
until January.  Currently Iôm thinking about a restaurant outing in our local area.  Save the date Tuesday, January 19, 

2010, maybe at Bistro Monet?  Other ideas for locations or activities, email me (see above.) 
 

Cultural Calendar: 
A special value:    The Fermilab  Gallery Chamber Series  $42 for all three concerts. (Individual concerts $17 after 1/1/10)  
                           All concerts are at 2:30 with a reception following) 
     1/17/10-The Chicago Chamber;  2/28/10-Chicago Early Music Consort;   3/14/10-Arianna String Quartet 
Fermilab Cultural Arts   Go to www.fnal.gov/culture  for more information. 
 12/5/09 The Night Before Christmas Carol . $18 adults, $9 under 18. 
 1/22/10 Lecture, Evolution in the 21st Century,. Dr. James Shapiro $7 
 2/06/10 Muntro African Dance, $20/$13 
 3/5/10  Dervish $29/$15. 
***  4/17/10 Four Bitchinô Babes: Hormonal Imbalance  Tour. $25/14.  Always a sell-out.     Could be an AAUW outing! 
 

Art Institute  of Chicago   Go to http://www.artic.edu. for more information. 
 We loved the ñApostles of Beautyò exhibit of the Arts and Crafts Movement which runs through January 31, 2010.  Another 
interesting exhibit is ñ500 Ways of Looking at Modern Art,ò a collection of exhibits, performances, talks, tours and lectures 
focusing on the Modern Wing.  Most of these events occur at 6:00 PM on Thursday evenings and most are free.   

 

mailto:sya.rema@earthlink.net
mailto:jradil@sbcglobal.net
http://www.wheaton-glenellynaauw.org/
mailto:prfogel@live.com
file://D9h3cl31/mc/compose%3fto=lyndaandlou@aol.com
mailto:sya.rema@earthlink.net
http://www.fnal.gov/culture
http://www.artic.edu/
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Dues News from Co-Treasurers          Jane Palmer           312-403-6434              jfpalmer@comcast.net 

            Judy Sims               630-790-1093             JudSims@hotmail.com 
If you have a friend who is thinking about joining, let her know about the upcoming January 1 dues reduction.  
Anyone joining after December will only owe half-year national AAUW dues.  After Jauary 1, the total dues will be 
$53.50 and will cover membership thru May.  This includes $24.50 national dues, of which $22.50 is tax 

deductible, $10 to AAUW-Illinois and $19 to our Branch.  The networking fee is still $2. 
 

The Member Application is available on the website at www.wheaton-glenellynaauw.org/join.html   The Member Application and a 
check for $53.50 (or $55.50 with networking fee) should be mailed to Judy Sims, 426 Sandhurst Circle, Glen Ellyn, IL 60137. 
 

Your Branchôs Board at Work 
Board action and discussion in November: 

¶ November meetingðProgram VPôs reported that attendance at the Burnham Plan program was 100 people 

¶ moved to fund Fall Conference for Branch President at 100% and at 50% for other attendees to encourage participation  

¶ moved to make the LAF contribution of $5/member based on 96 members ($480)  

¶ the Atrevete steering committee is meeting to plan this yearôs event for Latina girls and mothers in the spring 

¶ a committee is working to update the Branch's policy handbook and will have it out soon. 
 
 

 

Legal Advocacy Fund  (LAF)              Pat Walton              630-736-0295        pjwplace@aol.com       

LAF Adopts Two Plaintiffs:  Melissa Jennings, a former student and soccer player at the University of North Carolina, 
brought a claim against the university alleging that the head coach sexually harassed players on the team. Sherry 

Towers, a postdoctoral research scientist, is suing the State University of New York at Stony Brook for sex and pregnancy 
discrimination under Title VII and Title IX, unequal pay, and denial of pregnancy leave. Read more about their cases. 
 

Thirteen Plaintiff Travel Grants Received:  On October 15, LAF closed the books on application submissions for the 2008 
Plaintiff Travel Grants. This year, LAF received 13 applicationsða record number of submissions. The applications came from 
across the country, from Massachusetts to Florida, Alabama to Washington, and even Hawaii! LAF would like to thank all those 
who submitted applications. You can learn more about the program by visiting LAF on the web. 
 

LAF Case Support Applications Due December 15!  If you or someone you know is in need of assistance through the LAF 
case support program, please submit an application to the AAUW Legal Advocacy Fund by December 15 for consideration. 
Please visit the LAF on the web for further information and criteria. 
  

A .M. Lit        Peggy Connolly                              630-665-5309                              connolly.peggy@gmail.com         
 Balzac and the Little Chinese Seamstress by Dai Sijie is an enchanting tale about the magic of reading and the 
wonder of romantic awakening. Two city boys are exiled to a remote mountain village for re-education during China's 
Cultural Revolution.  There they meet the daughter of the local tailor and discover a hidden stash of Western classics 
in Chinese translation.  The boys introduce the seamstress to the books, and the three secretly devour these banned 
works. The ending shocks readers and the boys ï but not the little Chinese seamstress!. (The Little Chinese 
Seamstress been made into a beautiful movie.) We will meet at 9:30 a.m. December 4 at the home of Jenny Fischer, 

11 Muirwood Drive, Glen Ellyn, (630)858-0518. Peggy Connolly will co-host and Phyllis Fogel will lead the discussion.  
 

Upcoming AM Lit selections for your holiday wish list: Beneath a Marble Sky: A Love Story by John Shors; The Story of Edgar 
Sawtelle by David Wroblewski; Those Who Save Us by Jenna Blum; Little Bee by Chris Cleave; The Space Between Us  by 
Thrity Umrigar; The Book Thief by Markus Zusek; Unaccustomed Earth: Stories by Jhumpa Lahiri; The Help by Kathryn 
Stockett;and A Gate at the Stairs by Lorrie Moore. 

 
P. M. Lit Group                 Judy Sims                         630-790-1093                  JudSims@hotmail.com 

The next meeting of PM LIT is Monday January 18 at 7:30p.m. We will meet at the home of Vivian Bogdonoff (426 W. Park 
Avenue, Wheaton). Joanne Rowland will be leading the discussion of Infidel by Ayaan Hirsi Ali. 
 

Infidel (non-fiction) by Ayaan Hirsi Ali:   From Publishers Weekly: Starred Review. Readers with an eye on European politics will 
recognize Ali as the Somali-born member of the Dutch parliament who faced death threats after collaborating on a film about 
domestic violence against Muslim women with controversial director Theo van Gogh (who was himself assassinated). Even 
before then, her attacks on Islamic culture as "brutal, bigoted, [and] fixated on controlling women" had generated much  

controversy. In this suspenseful account of her life and her internal struggle with her Muslim faith, she discusses how these views 
were shaped by her experiences amid the political chaos of Somalia and other African nations, where she was subjected to 
genital mutilation and later forced into an unwanted marriage. While in transit to her husband in Canada, she decided to seek 
asylum in the Netherlands, where she marveled at the polite policemen and government bureaucrats. Ali is up-front about having 
lied about her background in order to obtain her citizenship, which led to further controversy in early 2006, when an immigration 
official sought to deport her and triggered the collapse of the Dutch coalition government. Apart from feelings of guilt over van 
Gogh's death, her voice is forceful and unbowed like Irshad Manji, she delivers a powerful feminist critique of Islam informed by a 
genuine understanding of the religion.  
 

Coming Attractions: February - Olive Kitteridge by Elizabeth Stout 
                                 March - Madonnas of Leningrad by Debra Dean 
 

mailto:jfpalmer@comcast.net
mailto:JudSims@hotmail.com
http://www.wheaton-glenellynaauw.org/join.html
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Non-Fiction Lit Group                     Pamela Starr                      630-682-4720                         pstarr@sbcglobal.net  
Join Non-Fiction Readers on January 20th at the home of Barb Isom for a discussion of The Wordy Shipmates by Sarah Vowell. 
Vowell is said to be simultaneously patriot and rebel, cynic and dreamer with an aching secularist in search of higher ground. It is 
a delightful book and one that will provide good discussion material. Email Pamela Starr with questions or recommendations. 
 

Film Group                          Marilyn Mayer Wiedemann               630-858-2091                     hillarlyn@wowway.com                                            
NEXT FILM NIGHT OUT:  Friday, December 11 
Consider an escape a la film.  Title and theater location will follow by email, so be sure youôre on the list. E-mail  Marilyn 
(above) if you would like to get information for this group.  We choose the film after we see the listings for the week.  
Marilyn will host the discussion after the film on December 11 at her home, 373 Oak Street in Glen Ellyn.  
 

 
 

International Relations-Great Decisions  Winifred Creamer              630-462-9289       LLYWINDA@YAHOO.COM 
There will be no December meeting of Great Decisions, and we will start up again on the fourth Monday, January 25, 
2010. Weôll be discussing Topic 1 from the 2010 book.  If you have already ordered the 2010 Topic Book through Judy 

Sims, please give her a check for $15.84 the next time you see her.  Please make the check payable to Judy 
Sims.   The books should be arriving early in January.  If you missed the advance ordering, you can still order the 

book directly from the website, www.fpa.org.    Any questions contact Winifred. 

 
 

 

BRIDGE, Fun with Friends and Learning          Phyllis Fogel              630-629-7911            prfogel@live.com  

Eleven bridge players heard Ron's lesson on the responses to an opening bid at last month's AAUW Bridge 
evening.  Come to the Fogels for an evening of fun, learning, and enjoying the sounds of laughter on Monday, 

December 14, 7:00 p.m. 
  

One of our attendees, Michele Bacon and her husband, Charles played well in the Newcomer's game in Wheaton and won their 
first partial masterpoint!  Congratulations to the Bacons!  That Thursday night game in Wheaton welcomes new (and 
experienced) players and is a good game for those interested in trying duplicate.  The Newcomer's game starts at 7:00 p.m. after 
a short lesson.  The Open game begins at 7:15 p.m.  Please contact me for location or any questions. 
 

 
Wheaton-Glen Ellyn AAUW Board, 2009-10 

President            Marilyn Mayer Wiedemann 630-858-2091 hillarlyn@wowway.com 
Program  VP          Barb Isom 630-510-9060 bdisom@att.net 
       and  Maureen Sheehan 630-545-0215 maureenjsheehan@aol.com                                    
Membership VP   Phyllis Fogel 630-629-7911 prfogel@live.com 
Co-Treasurers  Jane Palmer                 630-682-3072  jfpalmer@comcast.net 

                            and Judy Sims                         630-790-1093        JudSims@hotmail.com 
Secretary    Vivian Bogdonoff 312-550-3155 vbogdonoff@aol.com 
Book Sale     Sherry Yarema 630-858-5225        syarema@earthlink.net 
       and Jan Radil 630-260-0119 jradil@sbcglobal.net        
Educational  Sue Balk  630-858-0829  SuzanneBalk@yahoo.com  
 Opportunities Fund     and Donna Jennings 630-858-1461 AWJennings@sbcglobal.net 
Legal Advocacy  
 Fund    Pat Walton  630-736-0295 pjwplace@aol.com 
Public Policy  Pam Starr 630-682-4720 pstarr@sbcglobal.net 
Diversity   Glennette Turner 630-668-7027  mzfootstep@aol.com  
Historian    Pam Carlson 630-545-2465 PamFaeCarlson@yahoo.com 
Historian/Photographer Kathy McCullough 630-653-8971 kathy.mccull@sbcglobal.net 
Hospitality  Coordinator Jean Lindsey 630-665-5849 jeanlindsey15@comcast.net 
International Relations 
    and Great Decisions  Winifred Creamer  630-462-9289 llywinda@yahoo.com 
Media/ 
  Communications  Sarah Peck  630-469-4726   sarahpeck@aol.com  
Newsletter  Editor Karen Bondy 630-466-3527   bondykj@aol.com 
Cultural Arts   Sherry Yarema 630-858-5225        syarema@earthlink.net 
Conservator/Archivist Sue Langguth 630-858-7518 sl309@aol.com 

 
Wheaton-Glen Ellyn Non-Board Chairs 2009-2010 

 

AM Lit    Peggy Connolly  630-665-5309 connolly.peggy@gmail.com  
PM Lit    Judy Sims  630-790-1093 JudSims@hotmail.com 
Nonfiction Lit   Sherry Yarema  630-858-5225         syarema@earthlink.net 
Film Group    Marilyn Mayer Wiedemann  630-858-2091 hillarlyn@wowway.com 
Bridge Fun & Learning  Phyllis Fogel  630-629-7911 prfogel@live.com 
Reality Store   Marla Felsten  630-653-5757 gmfelsten623@comcast.net 
          and Sue Herrmann  630-665-9221 sherrmann1941@sbcglobal.net 
Twigs mailing   Helen Westlake  630-665-2776 donhelenwestlake@webtv.net 
Member records & Directory              Jane Palmer                630-682-3072  jfpalmer@comcast.net 
Website                                              Jane Palmer                630-682-3072  jfpalmer@comcast.net 

 

Twigs    Karen Bondy   630-466-3527  

Like e- or U. S.?   Members need to 

let Phyllis Fogel (630-629-7911) or 
Karen (630-466-3527) know if you 
prefer a different format to receive 
your newsletter.  If electronic works for 
you, it saves the Branch a little money.  
If you wish to receive it in the U.S. 
mail, thatôs no problem.  Just let us 
know.  Send Karen 
(bondykj@aol.com) changes to the e-
mail address where you wish to 
receive Twigs.  Make sure your spam 
filter will allow you to receive e-mail 
from my address and group mailings. 
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A number of businesses contribute to our Branch publication costs by advertising in our newsletter.  
 

Please support them by doing business with them when you can.  Thank them when you see them. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 


