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Mark Your Calendar  

September 9  AAUW Board Meeting, 7:00 pm at Winifred Creamerôs, 606 N Blanchard St. Wheaton 
     7 p.m. for social and networking;  meeting will begin promptly at 7:30 p.m. 
     ALL Branch members are welcome.  Non-board members let Winifred know you want to come. 
Septermber 10 (and EVERY Thursday afternoon) Thursday book sorting, 1 p.m. at Book Storage Center  
September 11   AM Lit (2nd Friday this month), 9:30 a.m. ï Book Selection  
      at Barbara Isom's, 848 High Gate Course, Glen Ellyn 

September 12  Branch Meeting,  9:30 a.m., Boathouse at Lake Ellyn, 645 Lenox Rd. in Glen Ellyn  

September 14  Bridge instruction and play, 7:00 p.m. at Phyllis Fogelôs, 1126 S. Edgewood Avenue, Lombard 
September 18  Film Group.  Contact Marilyn for exact details. 
September 21  PM Lit, 7:30 p.m. at Helen Westlake's, 611 Plamondon Court, Wheaton  
September 23  Non-Fiction Lit, 7 p.m. at Pam Starrôs, 1240 Foothill Drive, Wheaton 
September 28  Great Decisions, 7 pm at Winifred Creamerôs, 606 N. Blanchard St. Wheaton  
October 2    AM Lit, 9:30 a.m. at Pam Carlsonôs, 820 Crescent Blvd., Glen Ellyn 
October 7    Branch Meeting, 7 p.m.., History of Movies, Glen Ellyn Civic Center, 535 Duane St., Glen Ellyn 
October 10  Eleanor Roosevelt Walk/Run,  Meet at 9 a.m. at the Glen Ellyn Public Library. 
October 17  Fall Conference AAUW IL-Inc Districts 4 and 5, 8:30 AM - 1 PM  at Oakton Comm Coll, Des Plaines 

You Can Tell a Book by its Cover ! 
 

9:30 AM - Saturday, September 12     Lake Ellyn Boath ouse 
New and ñseasonedò Branch members will gather Saturday, September 12, at the 
boathouse at Lake Ellyn, 645 Lenox Rd. in Glen Ellyn at 9:30 AM for the kick-off 
Branch meeting. Coffee, goodies and conversation will precede announcements and 

the program.  Tom Joyce, the appraiser who advises and assists us with our Used Book Sale pricing and 
marketing, will present  ñYou Can Tell a Book by its Cover.ò  Tom will share insights into the used book 
business and what makes a used book valuable.  You are invited to bring a book which you think might 
possibly be collectible. Tom might use your book in his presentation.   In addition, there will be information 
and sign-up sheets for book discussion groups, film group, Great Decisions, the Eleanor Roosevelt 
Walk/Run and many more Branch projects and cultural activities.   
 

Come see old friends and make some new ones!   
 

(The Boathouse is located on the west bank of Lake Ellyn with the entrance on Lenox at  Linden in Glen Ellyn.   Park on Lenox.) 
 

 

A Leaf from the President      Marilyn Mayer Wiedemann          630-858-2091        hillarlyn@wowway.com 

Branch, TWIGSðand now a Leaf.  Will metaphors never stop?  Donôt groan.  The choice was ñLeafò or ñStuff.ò 
 

With this leaf from the text of AAUW we are looking forward and backward.  Backward means thanks for the hard 
work done this summer or behalf of the branch by members and officers.  With your indulgence Iôd like to devote this 
leaf to THANK YOUôs.  To: 
 

1.  Sherry Yarema, Pat Walton, and Maureen Sheehan who joined me in June at Convention where we split votes but 
 worked together to accomplish  AAUW business and learned we were third in AAUWs across the country in 
 Branch giving to all AAUW program areas; received additional recognition for AAUW Educational Fund 
 contribution (formerly known as the Foundation) as well.  See article which follows. 
2.  Sherry Yarema for a splendid cultural event: Macbeth, outdoors at Mayslake with food and fellowship; 

   Wheaton/ Glen Ellyn 
 

mailto:hillarlyn@wowway.com
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3.  Suzanne Balk, Jane Palmer, and Karen Bondy for a new Policy Manualðand continuing edits of letters, 
 brochures, and by-laws; 
4.  Maureen Sheehan and Barb Isom for a successful Program Development meeting providing a full complement of 
 exciting programs for our 2009-2010 year; 
5.  Phyllis Fogel and Judy Sims for Membership outreach, MAL letters (ha, guess what that is), a Membership 
 Brochure, and membership renewals at a 90% rate so far and climbing; 
6.  Lindy Pond, a new member, for the incredible ñdonationò of her Pond Athletics warehouse for our book storageð
 meaning a huge boost toward our $$$ fellowship and scholarship goals; 
7.  Jan Radil for moving the remaining collection of locker books to the new warehouse, and Sue Balk for moving the 
 locker properties to my house; 
8. Pam Starr for appearing at Congressman Roskamôs office to lobby for Health Care Reform and charming the staff 
 into agreeing with her; 
9.  Sherry, Judy Sims, Ursula, Sue Herrmann, Deanna Pandolfi and Kathy VanTeylingen for obtaining ads for Twigs to 
 contribute to our financial solvency, and to members Kathy VanTeylingen, Jane Stroh, Cindy Trennert-Lukens, 
 Laurie Swanson and Deanna Pandolfi (JiffyLube) for advertising their own businesses in Twigs; 
10. Jane Palmer for Budget Meeting, the amazing Branch WebSite, the Directory, ghost writing, editing, advising.  
 Will this womanôs talents never cease? 
11. Peggy, Pam, Judy for their Lit group organization, which means that a year of tantalizing selections will be in 
 place by Kick-Off Day 
12.  Book Sortersðall who come to start the great process all over againðthis time with the luxury of bathroom and 
 water fountain!  Wow! 
 

A summer of energy propelling us forward into a fall of great programs, order in the warehouse, book selections lining 
up, and people stepping up to the plate (including the CUBS baseball plate, thanks to Jane).  Many hands make light 
work. Your contributions are making this a Branch with a future and significance in advancing equity, education, and 
philanthropy for women and girls across the lifespan.  Congratulations, and welcome to another great year.  Come to 
the Kick-Off.  Shall we bet on rain? 
 

Booksale News                                 Sherry Yarema                     858-5225                syarema@earthlink.net  
Newer member, Lindy Pond, has kindly donated warehouse space at Dick Pond Athletics, located at 26 W 515 St. 
Charles Road in Carol Stream, just east of County Farm Rd., for our use. All the books at our Public Storage Locker 
have been moved to the new site thanks to Jan Radil and Marilyn Wiedemann. The warehouse is open Monday 
through Saturday, 8 AM to 9 PM. The retail entrance opens at 10:30 AM. When going there to drop off books, first enter 

the retail area and let them know that you are there to drop off books.  A staff member will open the loading area door. 
Place books on the right wall of the garage area. (If you are there before 10:30 AM, you can enter the warehouse on the right 
side of the building about half way back and notify staff members that you are dropping off books.) 
 

Dick Pond Athletics is on the south side of the road, set behind some pine trees, red and white sign.  If you are coming to work, 
try to park around on the side of the building to save the front spots for retail customers. 
 

Lindy's kind offer will free up about $2000 that has been used for the locker rental! With this additional revenue, we will better be 
able to meet our AAUW Fellowship commitment and to consider widening our local scholarship offerings. 
 

In addition to the financial advantage, we finally will be able to establish a regular sorting day that is not dependent on the 
weather.  Plan to help sort on Thursday afternoons from 1 to 4 p.m. Contact Jan or Sherry or Marilyn to see who will be there. 
 

Thank Lindy when you see her and buy your athletic shoes from Dick Pond Athletics! 
 

These are the current drop-off locations (for the general public) for the Book Sale.  We are hoping to secure one or two additional 
locations.  Check next monthôs Twigs for further information: 

 

 Wheaton  
 ReMax Suburban 
 1417 N. Main Street   630/653-1900 

  

 

Glen Ellyn  
ReMax Suburban 
441 Taft Avenue    630/790-1776 

Fellowships, Grants & Awards            Sue Balk                     630-858-0829                suzanneBalk@yahoo.com 

        Donna Jennings               630-858-1461             AWJennings@sbcglobal.net               

Applause, Whistles, Horns and Hoorays!  At convention, our Branch received a certificate for Total Branch Giving in 
2008, placing Third in the Top Ten Educators of women through our contributions to the AAUW Educational Fund.  
This means that of all the Branches in the US, we were third in our donations in support of women, giving them a 
chance for a lifetime of success through educational grants. 

  

A well deserved pat on the back to all of you who worked throughout the year for the Annual Used Book Sale making possible a 
$7,500 Branch contribution to the Marjorie Robinson, Kay Storm Research and Project Grant.  Special thanks to those members  

mailto:sya.rema@earthlink.net
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who made tax deductible, monetary contributions to our Branch Grant as well as to the Maureen Becker R & P Grant.  Your 
donations of time and dollars culminated in a year of "honored" giving. 
  

This strong support demonstrates our Branch commitment to the mission of AAUW to break through barriers for women and girls. 
  

Donna and I will keep you apprised of Fellowships, Grants & Awards news and explain the many areas of educational 
opportunities the this fund supports.  Right now, we're anxiously awaiting the names of fellowship and grant recipients for 2009.  
One of them will be our December speaker.   
 

Eleanor Roosevelt Fund Walk/Run/Ride          Cindy Trennert-Lukens   668-4567    meetingco@aol.com                                                                                                                               
Join us Saturday, October 10, 9:00 AM for the Walk/Run/Ride.                                                                                                 
 Last year we raised $1053 and had 20 participants in the effort to support continuing education scholarships for 

educators.  (Basically 1 out of 4 members!)  We will walk the Prairie Path from Glen Ellyn to Wheaton.  Itôs an easy 
low stress activityðor our athletic members can take it to heart and hit it hard!  We would love your participation to 
walk/run/ride, or if that just isnôt your thing, please offer to sponsor a member.     

 

                     It truly is a fun morning, (and we pass by the French market!) Additionally, we appreciate the cheerleaders who 
come to congratulate the participants at the finish line and enjoy coffee and cookies at about 10 a.m. in Wheaton.  Monies raised 
for the Eleanor Roosevelt fund are distributed to women who are continuing their education in the field of teaching and for 
research related to gender equity in education.   Itôs a great morning to talk and renew friendships; mark your calendar and join 
us. Weôll meet at the parking lot of the Glen Ellyn Public Library and walk to downtown Wheaton on the Prairie Path.   
(See the tear slip at the end of the newsletter to send your check payable to AAUW Eleanor Roosevelt Fund to Cindy.)  
 

Membership                 Phyllis Fogel   630-629-7911   prfogel@live.com  

Welcome back to the new AAUW year.  I hope you are feeling refreshed and ready for more lively discussions and 
stimulating interest groups and programs.  Please consider giving our brand new interest group a try - it's Bridge, 

Fun with Friends and Learning.  Read the invitation that follows. 
  

At this writing, there are 90 members for 2009 - 2010.  This includes 86 renewals and 4 new members.  If you know of anyone 
who might be interested in becoming a member please let me know and I'll follow up on your lead.   
  

As some of you already know, this summer we received a list of 28 women who are Members-at-Large (MALs) of AAUW at the 
Association level.  They live in Wheaton, Glen Ellyn, or surrounding communities.  We sent a letter to each one of them, inviting 
them to attend the Kick-Off meeting on September 12 and to join our Branch.  We hope some of them will choose to join us.  
 

Our Branchôs goal is to be open to all qualified individuals, and we offer financial assistance for dues for anyone who might need 
it.  All information will be kept strictly confidential.  Please contact me if you know someone who is not able to re-join or join 
because she/he cannot afford it. 
 

Whatôs New in the Directory?  Youôve got Neighbors! 
From time to time last year, Board members discussed how to make a large (and growing) Branch smaller and friendlier.  Many 
years ago, the Branch was divided into neighborhoods.  This made it easier to carpool to meetings or to share tasks like 
hospitality for Branch meetings.   
 

A few weeks ago, Jane Palmer printed a map of Wheaton and Glen Ellyn and figured out where we all live.  We have four 
ñWheatonò neighborhoods (12 to 14 members each) and three ñGlen Ellynò neighborhoods (15 to 16 members each).  ñWheatonò 
includes our members from Winfield, Sugar Grove, Warrenville, Bartlett, Bloomingdale, Hanover Park & Carol Stream.  ñGlen 
Ellynò includes Lombard and Maple Park.  An eighth neighborhood includes our two out-of-state members ï wonôt Cheryl from 
Florida and Jackie from Washington be surprised to find out they are ñneighborsò? 
 

We donôt know yet exactly how we will use the neighborhoods, but we think that it may help us get to know new (and newer) 
members.   For now, we will identify your neighborhood in the Directory.  Later, we will call a member from each neighborhood 
and ask them to be a ñneighborhood captain.ò  Donôt forget to pick up your Directory at the September 12

th
 meeting! 

 

Let me know if you have any ideas or suggestions for using our neighborhoods to get to know each other better.  
 

Branch Programs              Barb Isom                   630-510-9060                        bdisom@att.net                  and   

      Maureen Sheehan      630-926-1147                             maureenjsheehan@aol.com 

The Program /Development Committee was hard at work this summer and we have tentatively scheduled Branch programs for 
the year.  Details may change so please read Twigs each month for further information on programs and meetings. 
 

September 12, 2009 ï You Can Tell a Book by its Cover!,  Tom Joyce, book appraiser and dealer 
       9:30 AM, Lake Ellyn Boathouse in Glen Ellyn 
 

October 7, 2009 ï History In The Movies:  Did It Really Happen That Way?   Dr. Cathy Schultz,     
    University of St. Francis professor and writer of the nationally syndicated column History in the Movies.   
     7:00 p.m. -- Glen Ellyn Civic Center.   
 The Glen Ellyn Civic Center is located at 535 Duane Street, Glen Ellyn, and is our most frequent meeting place. 
 

October 10, 2009 ï Eleanor Roosevelt Walk/Ride.  9:00 a.m. 
    Meet at the Prairie Path adjacent to the Glen Ellyn Public Library, 400 Duane St., Glen Ellyn 
 

mailto:meetingco@aol.com
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November 4, 2009 ï The Legacy of the Plan Of Chicago: Dennis McClendon, recognized scholar and speaker on  
   the Burnham Plan of Chicago. 7:00 p.m. -- Glen Ellyn Public Library, 400 Duane St 
 

December 7, 2009 ï Annual Holiday Dinner And Educational Foundation Speaker.  Educational Foundation Fellowship  
   winner.  6:00 p.m. -- Danada House, 3S501 Naperville Rd., Wheaton 
 

January 6, 2010 ï Brazil And The World Economy.  Branch member Dr. Anne Hanley, Director of Graduate Studies,  
   Northern Illinois University.  7:00 p.m. -- Glen Ellyn Civic Center   

 

February 3, 2010 ï Basic Estate Planning:  Donôt be like King Lear.  Branch member Mary E. Callow, Esq., attorney with  
   Clingen, Callow and McLean, LLC shares her insights on estate planning.  7:00 p.m. -- Glen Ellyn Civic Center 
 

March 3, 2010 ï Hear the Inside Story from Two DuPage Women Who Changed History.  Darwin Walton and Jane Heckman 
   7:00 p.m. -- Glen Ellyn Civic Center 
 

April 7, 2010 ï Public Policy And Health Care Reform.  7:00 p.m. -- Glen Ellyn Civic Center 
 

May 19, 2010 ï Annual Banquet.  6:00 p.m. -- Glen Oak Country Club, 21W451 Hill Avenue, Glen Ellyn  

  
 

Cultural Arts News                             Sherry Yarema                     858-5225                syarema@earthlink.net  
We had a great time at the excellent First Folio production of  Macbeth.  We had great weather and great conversation.  

First Folio presents indoor productions throughout the school year inside the Peabody mansion.   Season tickets are 
available.  See http://www.firstfolio.com for information about up coming productions. 
 

I am working on several possible upcoming events including a trip to Farnsworth House near Plano and a trip to the 
Lincoln Museum in Springfield.  I am also looking for restaurant suggestions for evening outings.  E-mail me ideas of what kinds 
of events you would like to attend and any restaurants you would suggest for outings.  
 

Coming up in the western suburbs: (adult prices listed) 
 

Fermi Lab:   9/19   Mosaico Hispanico, music & dance of Spain, Mexico, Puerto Rico $22  
  10/16 Lecture: Galileo & the Investigation of Nature     $7 
  10/24   Hot Buttered Rum-alternative bluegrass      $25 
  11/7    Fred Garboôs Inflatable Theater Co       $26 
  12/5     The Night Before Christmas-one man Dickens program     $18 
The MAC:          9/12    Fab Four-  A Tribute to the Beatles 
  9/18-10/11 Moonlight & Magnolias  
First Folio:        10/1-11/1  The Castle of Otranto , play adapted from the first Gothic novel  $28 adults, $23 for 65 & over 
                                         
  

 

 
 
 

  
 

 

Public Policy              Pam Starr                630-682-4720                  pstarr@sbcglobal.net 

This year's public policy is focusing on health care reform. If you wish to support President Obama's goals of 
guaranteeing the choice of doctors, reducing the cost of medical care and ensuring quality health care for all, please 
call or FAX your Congressmen. For most of you, that is  Peter Roskam, 630-893-9670, FAX 630-893-9735; Judy 

Biggert, 630-655-2052, FAX 630-655-1061; Dick Durbin, 312-353-4952, FAX 312-353-0150; Roland Burris, 312-886-3506, FAX 
312-886-3514. I welcome any suggestions or comments on this issue. For contact information for  ALL your state and 
Congressional representatives, check  http://whoismyrepresentative.com/ .  AAUWôs position is stated in the publication Outlook 
and at http://capwiz.com/aauw/issues/alert/?alertid=13845226 . 
 

A note from Marilyn Mayer Wiedemann:  Pam Starr and I visited Rep. Roskamôs office (150 South Bloomingdale Rd, 
Bloomingdale) in mid-August.  We spoke with an assistant who listened and was serious about taking note of our positions.  She 
said the calls have been running 70% AGAINST the Obama plan, at least until the new initiative, which the Obama folks started 
online that same week.  We had a form from the online initiative, and were able to turn in names, addresses, and brief comments 
in a quasi official way to be put before the Congressman.  She assured us that these go directly to the Congressmanôs desk.  
 

We did this as constituents of Rep. Roskam.  If you want to do something similar, we urge you to do so.  If you are not in the 6
th
 

Congressional District, you can find out your Congressmanôs number by putting your zip code into the inquiry boxðon the 
Obama e-mail page. 
 

We asked what Roskamôs position is.  His assistant assured us he thinks we need health care reform, but just not Obamaôs.  We 
were also able to clarify a couple of the features of the Obama plan to herðshe had thought you could not continue your own 
doctor.  Pam pointed out a lot of the misinformation.   

 

Venue E-mail Phone 

FermiLab Arts & Lecture Series www.fnal.gov/culture 630-840-ARTS 

The MAC at COD www.cod.edu/ArtsCntr 630-942-4000 

First Folio Theater www.firstfolio.org 630-966-8067 

Art Institute www.artic.edu  

Field Musuem http://www.fieldmuseum.org 312.922.9410 

mailto:sya.rema@earthlink.net
mailto:pstarr@sbcglobal.net
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Legal Advocacy Fund  (LAF)              Pat Walton              630-736-0295        pjwplace@aol.com       

Lilly Ledbetter, the face of pay equity, joined AAUW members for the entire 2009 AAUW National Convention in St. 
Louis, Missouri, where she raised more than $5,000 for the Legal Advocacy Fund by spending hours giving autographs. 

Not only did she sign hundreds of copies of the St. Louis Post Dispatch article about her life and the national convention, she 
also signed everything else members brought to herðfrom AAUW magazines to napkins. It was wonderful for members to get to 
know her personally and to learn of her commitment to AAUW, in particular to our work to protect women in the workplace. 
 

 As you know LAF will be supporting plaintiffs where we will join with other groups to help prove discrimination in the workplace.  
It is economical, and we have a broader spectrum than just University cases. In two recent cases, AAUW supported a brief by 
New Haven, CT, targeting promotions with disparate impact on minority firefighters and plaintiffs in two sexual harassment cases. 
Read more about these positions and additional cases on AAUW Dialog. 
 

AAUW Convention report by Pat Walton 
You were represented by four delegates to the National Convention in St Louis. Your president, Marilyn Mayer Wiedemann, 
immediate past president, Sherry Yarama, Co-V.P. Program, Maureen Sheehan, LAF Chair, Pat Walton.   
 

It was a privilege to serve you at the convention. It was long days filled with information and decisions, but also exhilarating to be 
a part of a dynamic group of women.  Almost 1000 members from around the country were there. 
 

AAUWôs 2009 National Convention opened on a high note on Friday with a video welcome message from White House Senior 
Advisor Valerie Jarrett. Jarrett extended a special greeting from President Barack Obama and First Lady Michelle Obama and 
applauded AAUWôs commitment to gender equity, work-life balance, and education. 
 

Lilly Ledbetter spoke about growing up in Alabama, working hard, raising a family, and playing by the rules. ñI held up my end of 
the bargain, but my employer, Goodyear, did not,ò she said. After 19 years at Goodyear, she learned she had been underpaid for 
virtually her entire career, and she filed suit with the EEOC.  Though she lost in the Supreme Court, Ledbetter was vindicated 
when she stood in the East Room of the White House as President Obama signed the Lilly Ledbetter Fair Pay Act.  This petite 71 
year-old woman reminded us of the power of one when you vote or contest.   Now AAUW is leading the charge on the Paycheck 
Fairness Act, which has passed in the House but not in the Senate. The attendees began right then with a cell phone blitz of 
Senators who do not support the bill.  Very fun and exciting to be part of the action. 
 

Maureen Sheehan stood in line to have Lilly sign a poster, which now belongs to the Branch.  
 

During a three-hour business meeting with multiple card votes, delegates struck a proposal that would have opened membership 
to all who support AAUWôs mission.  Membership requirements remain as they have been since 2007: a degree from an 
accredited 2 or 4 year institution.  In addition, delegates voted ñyesò that future by-laws changes will be decided by an every 
member vote, rather than the current convention/delegate system, elected officers, and approved structural changes at the 
national Board level.  A busy morning ï the delegates even declined to take a break! 
 

AAUW President Ruth Sweetserôs opening remarks Saturday morning acknowledged rapid global changes in education and 
technology.  ñThe work we do is significant and powerful,ò Sweetser said, as she outlined AAUWôs achievements of the past year. 
Educational Foundation President Barbara OôConnor reported that AAUW awarded $4.4 million in fellowships and grants in 09. 
 

Highlights from guest speaker Rep. Rosa DeLauro (D-CT) rousing, motivational speech: ñI am humbled to be here today. ñIôm a 
true believer in the work of AAUW . . . we members of Congress stand on your shoulders so that we do the right thing.ò   
The AAUW National Convention banquet, held Saturday night, brought members together to celebrate the generosity of the 
AAUW community and to be inspired by powerful women making a difference in the lives of others. The Major Gifts Campaign 
has already raised more than $450,000 and hopes to raise $1 million by the end of 2010.  Attendees were encouraged to 
continue reaching out to help other women, especially in these difficult economic times. 
 

Keynote speaker and AAUW member Rep. Jackie Speier (D-CA) closed the evening with a message of determination in the face 
of adversity. A longtime advocate for women, Speierôs California legislation protects consumers from credit companies   
  

WHEW ï and these were just the highlights.  Ask each delegate to tell you HER highlights!  There is more. 
 

The next Convention will be held at the Renaissance Washington, D.C. Hotel in AAUWôs ñhometownò, on June 16ï19, 2011.  
Save the date and your miles to think about attending.  
 

International Relations-Great Decisions  Winifred Creamer  630-462-9289   LLYWINDA@YAHOO.COM 
Great Decisions will start up again on September 28

th
, our new meeting date of the fourth Monday of the month. We 

hope this will let everyone plan ahead to participate in this discussion of a current topic of global interest. We will be 
meeting at my home: 606 N Blanchard St. Wheaton at 7 pm. 

 

Our topic for the September meeting will be the global food crisis, Ch. 6 in the Great Decisions briefing book. If you need a copy 
of the article, you can either purchase a briefing book on line at www.fpa.org or you can email me and I will scan the chapter for 
you (llywinda@yahoo.com) 
 

Many thanks to Jane Palmer who refereed the selection of our new meeting day. I have heard some good comments on the 
choice of the 4

th
 Monday, and I expect we will have our usual lively discussion. 

 

NOTE TO FIRST TIME VISITORS: 
Unless you have a nav system in your car, you may get lost finding my house. Feel free to give me a call for details. 
 

http://www.fpa.org/
mailto:llywinda@yahoo.com
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A .M. Lit        Peggy Connolly                              630-665-5309                              connolly.peggy@gmail.com         
 A.M. Lit will meet at 9:30 a.m. September 11 at the home of Barbara Isom, 848 High Gate Course, Glen Ellyn (630) 
510-9060. Jane Palmer will lead us as we make our book selections for the coming year.  Deanna Pandolfi will co-host.  
 

Our October selection is Strange as This Weather Has Been by Anne Pancake. We'll meet October 2 at Pam Carlsonôs. 
 

From  Booklist:  Strange as This Weather Has Been reveals both the physical and personal devastation of the impact of coal mining in West 

Virginia through the eyes of Lace Ricker and her family. With her beloved  hollows and valleys under constant onslaught by a savage coal-
mining industry whose raping of the land threatens her home with devastating floods, Lace Ricker finds herself battling callous forces both 
without and within her own family. Although her home is  threatened by the constant onslaught of thunderous blasts and the family's well is 
poisoned by wastewater, Lace's family is divided in their response. Lace and her daughter, Bant, secretly fight the mines, while her husband 
and sons refuse to protest the working conditions or threats to their family for fear of losing their jobs. 

 
 

 
P. M. Lit Group                 Judy Sims                         630-790-1093                  JudSims@hotmail.com 

The next PM LIT meeting is Monday, September 21, at 7:30 p.m. We will meet at Helen Westlake's home (665-2776). Jean 
Lindsey will be leading the discussion of The Elegance of the Hedgehog by Muriel Barbery. COME JOIN US! 
 

Description: We are in the center of Paris, in an elegant apartment building inhabited by bourgeois families. Renee, the concierge, is witness 

to the lavish but vacuous lives of her numerous employers. Outwardly she conforms to every stereotype of the concierge: fat, cantankerous, 
addicted to television. Yet, unbeknownst to her employers, Renee is a cultured autodidact who adores art, philosophy, music, and Japanese 
culture. With humor and intelligence she scrutinizes the lives of the buildingôs tenants, who for their part are barely aware of her existence.  
 

Then thereôs Paloma, a twelve-year-old genius. She is the daughter of a tedious parliamentarian, a talented and startlingly lucid child who has 
decided to end her life on the sixteenth of June, her thirteenth birthday. Until then she will continue behaving as everyone expects her to 
behave: a mediocre pre-teen high on adolescent subculture, a good but not an outstanding student, an obedient if obstinate daughter.  
 

Paloma and Renee hide both their true talents and their finest qualities from a world they suspect cannot or will not appreciate them. They 
discover their kindred souls when a wealthy Japanese man named Ozu arrives in the building. Only he is able to gain Palomaôs trust and to see 
through Reneeôs timeworn disguise to the secret that haunts her. This is a moving, funny, triumphant novel that exalts the quiet victories of the 
inconspicuous among us.  
 

Coming Attractions:  October 19: The Power of One by Bryce Courtenay 
                             November: The Girl with the Dragon Tattoo by Steig Larsson 
 
 

Non-Fiction Lit Group                  Pam Starr                     630-682-4720                  pstarr@sbcglobal.net  
Join the non-fiction readers on Wednesday, September 23rd at 7:00 at Pam Starrôs to discuss The Plan of Chicago:  Daniel 
Burnham and the Remaking of the American City by Carl Smith. Readers will enjoy Smithôs attention to the filthy, miserable, 19th 
century city that both repelled and motivated Burnham.  In November, the Branch program will be about Burnham and his lasting 
impact on Chicago.   If you wish to be on the non-fiction distribution list, contact Pamela Starr, pstarr@sbcglobal.net.  
 
 

Film Group                                     Marilyn Mayer Wiedemann                       630-858-2091  
hillarlyn@wowway.com                                            
NEXT FILM NIGHT OUT:  Friday, September 18 
 

Our regular night out is the second Friday of the month, but in September, weôll aim for Friday, September 18.  
Consider an escape a la film.  Title and discussion location will follow by email, so be sure youôre on the list. E-mail 

Marilyn (above) if you would like to get information for this group.  Weôre never organized until close to the date.  (Hosts are 
welcome to volunteer at this time)  
   Marilyn has kindly chaired this group since its inception, but now that she is Branch president, she is looking for 
some help.  Duties mainly involve communicating meeting place and film selection to members of the group.  Think about 
stepping up to this ï you may get to weigh in heavily with your personal film choice for the evening!  

 
 

 

BRIDGE, Fun with Friends and Learning          Phyllis Fogel              630-629-7911            prfogel@live.com  

A brand new interest group is starting in September.  It's called BRIDGE, Fun with Friends and Learning.  Phyllis and 
Ron Fogel will lead the group and provide instruction preceding the play.  Ron and Phyllis are both Silver Life Masters 

of the ACBL (American Contract Bridge League) and are well-known bridge players in the Chicagoland area.  They play in 
several tournaments a year as well as in local bridge clubs in the area.  Ron is also an ACBL accredited teacher and has taught 
at COD, The Older Adult Institute, for more than ten years.  
  

The Fogels will give a short lesson on various aspects of the game and will be available to answer questions during the bidding 
and play of the hand.  The emphasis will be on having fun with several different partners during the evening.  We'll plan to meet 
on the 2

nd
  Monday of the month.  We'll meet at the Fogelsô home, 1126 S. Edgewood Avenue, Lombard, on September 14, at 

7:00 p.m. for the first time and then rotate to other members' homes.  Guests of members and prospective members are 
welcome to attend.  Please RSVP to Phyllis if you plan to come.  We'll have a great time learning and playing bridge!  
 

mailto:pstarr@sbcglobal.net
mailto:pstarr@sbcglobal.net
mailto:hillarlyn@wowway.com
mailto:prfogel@live.com
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 www.wheaton-glenellynaauw.org                Jane Palmer    630-682-3072      jfpalmer@comcast.net 
 

Whatôs New on Wheaton-GlenEllynAAUW.org? 
 

I hope by the time Twigs is published, Iôll have the website updated with everything you need to know about the 
Branch for the new year, including book lists and meeting dates.  Later this year, we will be adding a password 

protected page for members only.  This will allow us to make directory information available on-line.  If you have any other ideas 
or suggestions for the web page, please send me an email.   
 

Some members have asked how to make the Branch web page the home page on their computers.  If you are using the latest 
version of Internet Explorer, itôs easy.  First go to www.wheaton-glenellynaauw.org.  Then click on ñToolsò in the upper right 
corner.  At the bottom of the list of Tools, youôll see ñInternet Optionsò.  Click on ñInternet Optionsò and youôll see that the first item 
on the ñGeneralò menu is ñHome Pageò.  If you click on ñUse Currentò (ñcurrentò means the page you currently have opened ï 
which is the Branch web page) and ñApplyò, www.wheaton-glenellynaauw.org will then be the first page that opens when you click 
on Internet Explorer.   

 
 
 

Mission Statement:  The purpose of AAUW is to advance equity for women and girls through advocacy, education, philanthropy, and research. 
 

Membership:  In principle and practice, AAUW values and seeks a diverse membership. There shall be no barriers to full participation in this organization  
on the basis of gender, race, creed, age, sexual orientation, national origin, class or disability. Membership is not by invitation. 
 

Legal Advocacy Fund:  AAUWôs Legal Advocacy Fund provides funding and a support system for women seeking judicial redress for sex discrimination. 
 

Vision Statement:  AAUW will be a powerful advocate and visible leader in equity and education through research, philanthropy and measurable change in 

critical areas impacting the lives of women and girls.  

 
 
 

Wheaton-Glen Ellyn AAUW Board, 2009-10 
President            Marilyn Mayer Wiedemann 630-858-2091 hillarlyn@wowway.com 
Program  VP          Barb Isom 630-510-9060 bdisom@att.net 
       and  Maureen Sheehan 630-545-0215 maureenjsheehan@aol.com                                    
Membership VP   Phyllis Fogel 630-629-7911 prfogel@live.com 
Co-Treasurers  Jane Palmer                 630-682-3072  jfpalmer@comcast.net 

                            and Judy Sims                         630-790-1093        JudSims@hotmail.com 
Secretary    Vivian Bogdonoff 312-550-3155 vbogdonoff@aol.com 
Book Sale     Sherry Yarema 630-858-5225        syarema@earthlink.net 
       and Jan Radil 630-260-0119 jradil@sbcglobal.net        
Fellowships, Grants Sue Balk  630-858-0829  SuzanneBalk@yahoo.com  
 & Awards     and Donna Jennings 630-858-1461 AWJennings@sbcglobal.net 
Legal Advocacy  
 Fund    Pat Walton  630-736-0295 pjwplace@aol.com 
Public Policy  Pam Starr 630-682-4720 pstarr@sbcglobal.net 
Diversity   Glennette Turner 630-668-7027  mzfootstep@aol.com  
Historian    Pam Carlson 630-545-2465 PamFaeCarlson@yahoo.com 
Historian/Photographer Kathy McCullough 630-653-8971 kathy.mccull@sbcglobal.net 
Hospitality  Coordinator Jean Lindsey 630-665-5849 jeanlindsey15@comcast.net 
International Relations 
    and Great Decisions  Winifred Creamer  630-462-9289 llywinda@yahoo.com 
Media/ 
  Communications  Sarah Peck  630-469-4726   sarahpeck@aol.com  
Newsletter  Editor Karen Bondy 630-466-3527   bondykj@aol.com 
Cultural Arts   Sherry Yarema 630-858-5225        syarema@earthlink.net 
Conservator/Archivist Sue Langguth 630-858-7518 sl309@aol.com 

 
Wheaton-Glen Ellyn Non-Board Chairs 2009-2010 

 

AM Lit    Peggy Connolly  630-665-5309 connolly.peggy@gmail.com  
PM Lit    Judy Sims  630-790-1093 JudSims@hotmail.com 
Nonfiction Lit   Sherry Yarema  630-858-5225         syarema@earthlink.net 
Film Group    Marilyn Mayer Wiedemann  630-858-2091 hillarlyn@wowway.com 
Bridge Fun & Learning  Phyllis Fogel  630-629-7911 prfogel@live.com 
Reality Store   Marla Felsten  630-653-5757 gmfelsten623@comcast.net 
          and Sue Herrmann  630-665-9221 sherrmann1941@sbcglobal.net 
Twigs mailing   Helen Westlake  630-665-2776 donhelenwestlake@webtv.net 
Member records & Directory              Jane Palmer                630-682-3072  jfpalmer@comcast.net 
Website                                              Jane Palmer                630-682-3072  jfpalmer@comcast.net 
 

 

Twigs    Karen Bondy   630-466-3527  

Like e- or U. S.?   Members need to 

let Phyllis Fogel (630-629-7911) or 
Karen (630-466-3527) know if you 
prefer a different format to receive 
your newsletter.  If electronic works for 
you, it saves the Branch a little money.  
If you wish to receive it in the U.S. 
mail, thatôs no problem.  Just let us 
know.  Send Karen 
(bondykj@aol.com) changes to the e-
mail address where you wish to 
receive Twigs.  Make sure your spam 
filter will allow you to receive e-mail 
from my address and group mailings. 
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A number of businesses contribute to our Branch publi cation costs by advertising in our newsletter.  
 

Please support them by doing business with them when you can.  Thank them when you see them.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 


